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a  nole  lo  pofcnl/ 
cifid  leochcf/  . 

Working  Together  is  designed  to  help  students  learn  some  of 
the  concepts  and  details  regarding  their  governments.  As  Social 
Studies,  this  book's  contents  include  three  components: 

—  designative:  a  study  of  what  is, 

—  appraisive:  a  study  of  what  should  be,  and 

—  prescriptive:  a  study  of  what  action  is  to  be  taken. 

Inquiry  is  the  main  approach  used  for  the  designative  component 
of  Working  Together.  Students  are  presented  with  main  questions 
and  with  some  of  the  answers.  For  more  information,  students  are 
invited  to  refer  to  the  Glossary  and  the  Appendix,  and  to  look  into 
their  local  environments,  including  home,  school  and  community. 
Working  Together  deliberately  contains  selective  information, 
omitting  much  that  is  too  detailed,  too  complex  or  too  subtle.  It 
is  designed  for  elementary  students. 

Value  study  is  essential  to  Alberta  Social  Studies.  It  is  the 
appraisive  component  and,  in  Working  Together,  is  entitled  "What 
Should  Happen?"  These  appraisive  studies  are  generally  con¬ 
structed  in  the  following  manner:  A  specific  value  question  is 
posed.  Then  students  are  instructed  to  choose  a  general  outlook 
(the  value  premise)  on  the  subject.  Next,  information  is  presented 
or  sought  (the  factual  premise)  on  the  subject.  Finally,  students 
choose  a  position  (the  value  conclusion)  on  the  question  originally 
posed. 

The  conclusion  of  each  value  study  is  the  prescriptive  com¬ 
ponent  as  a  guide  to  action.  Often  this  area  is  fairly  limited  and 
an  individual  student  or  class  may  go  further  than  what  is 
suggested. 

Going  further  is  an  enduring  theme  in  Working  Together 
because,  like  any  book,  this  one  is  only  a  tool  for  learning,  and 
the  initiative  of  the  students  and  teacher  may  extend  the  learning 
infinitely. 


Edward  Marchand,  M.Ed. 
Calgary,  Alberta 
1978 


/ - \ 

YOUR 

NEEDS 

V _ 


You  are  important! 
You  have  needs! 


Just  think  .  .  .  You  need 


Food 
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YOUR 

NEEDS 

< _ ) 


In  your  notebook  write  a  list  of  things  you  need. 

Which  of  your  needs  can  be  satisfied  by  yourself? 

Which  of  your  needs  can  be  satisifed  by: 

You  and  your  family? 

You  and  your  church? 

You  and  other  community  agencies? 

You  and  businesses? 

Which  of  your  needs  are  still  left  unsatisfied? 
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GOVERNMENT 


Sometimes  .  .  . 

To  satisfy  your  needs  you  may  co-operate  with  many  other  people. 

This  kind  of  co-operation  sometimes  involves  groups  such  as  families  or 
communities  or  governments. 

So,  one  way  to  satisfy  your  needs  is  through  government*. 

Government  is  you  and  others  working  together  in  a  certain  way  to  satisfy 
some  of  your  needs. 

Words  that  have  this  symbol  *  beside  them  are  defined  for  you  in  the  glossary 
at  the  end  of  this  book. 


GOVERNMENT 

SERVICES 

V _ J 


You  hire  people  to  protect  you  .  .  . 


Through 

own. 


your 


government 


you 


do  things  that  would  be  hard  to  do  on  your 


dp  it 


Tell  your  teacher  who  these  protectors  are  and  how  they 
protect  you. 
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GOVERNMENT 

SERVICES 

V _ ) 


You  provide  other  services  .  .  . 


-it 


What  service  is  being  provided  in  each  of  the  pictures  above? 
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GOVERNMENT 

SERVICES 

< _ J 

And  still  other  services  .  .  . 


Adoption 

Pen/ion/ 


V. 


Social 

A//i/tonce 


SAo/quilo 

Control 


■N 


Gorbooe 

Collection 

>— P - 

Police 


School 


^  Tron/portotion  ^ 


c 

c 


Pri/on/ 


Seuier/ 


) 
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GOVERNMENT 

SERVICES 

^ _ > 


So  . 


What  is  government? 
Government  is  .  .  . 


You  and  others  working  together  to  satisfy  some  of  your  needs. 


do  il 


The  pictures  above  show  some  of  the  government 
services  mentioned  on  the  previous  page.  Match  the 
pictures  with  the  titles  for  them. 

Copy  all  of  the  services  into  your  notebook.  Write  their 
meanings  too.  Some  of  the  services  are  described  in 
the  glossary. 


Take  away  a  service  and  describe  life  for  you  without  it 
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Ulhcil 

Should  H<ip|>e  A  ? 


GOVERNMENT 

SERVICES 

< _ J 


Should  government  services  be  paid  for  by  taxes  or  by  the  persons  who  use 
the  services? 

A.  Choose  one:  1)  You  like  to  pay  for  things  as  you  need  them. 

2)  You  like  to  pay  a  flat  rate  for  all  services,  and  use  them 
as  you  need  them. 

B.  In  some  communities  there  are  two  ways  of  paying  for  water  service  to 
homes.  A  homeowner  can  have  a  water  meter  which  will  keep  track  of 
the  water  which  he  or  she  uses  and  the  homeowner  will  then  pay  for  the 
amount  of  water  used.  Or,  a  homeowner  may  simply  choose  to  pay  a  flat 
rate  for  water.  Then,  he  or  she  pays  the  same  amount  no  matter  how  much 
water  is  used.  Government  services  are  provided  using  both  of  these  methods 
of  payment. 

What  are  some  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  both  methods  of 
providing  services? 

C.  Choose  one:  (Write  it  in  your  notebook.) 

1)  Government  services  should  be  paid  for  as  used. 

2)  Government  services  should  be  paid  for  by  taxes  paid  by  all  citizens. 

.  3)  Some  services  should  be  paid  for  in  one  way  and  some  in  the  other 

way.  (Say  which  ones  in  which  way.) 

D.  What  to  do  next: 

Whichever  you  have  chosen  as  the  best  way  for  a  government  to  provide 
services,  you  should  now  support  your  choice. 

Later,  you  will  learn  how  to  tell  your  government  what  you  want. 
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LEVELS  OF 
GOVERNMENT 


V _ J 


Some  needs  are  best  satisfied  through  the  co-operation  of  people  in  your  local 
community*. 


When  you  co-operate  to  satisfy  these 
needs,  you  form  a  local  government*. 

For  example,  your  local  government 
looks  after  streets  and  sidewalks  and 
local  roads. 


Some  needs  are  best  satisfied  through  the  co-operation  of  people  in  your 
province*. 


When  you  co-operate  to  satisfy  these 
needs  you  form  a  provincial  govern¬ 
ment*. 

For  example,  your  provincial  govern¬ 
ment  looks  after  the  major  highways 
that  join  Alberta's  towns  and  cities. 

Edmonton  is  the  capital  city  of  Alberta. 
The  provincial  legislature  is  located  there. 

There  are  ten  provinces  in  Canada  (A)**. 

There  are  also  two  other  areas  called  Ter¬ 
ritories  * . 


**  This  symbol  (A)  refers  to  further  information  which  can  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  on  pp.  65  -  71. 
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LEVELS  OF 
GOVERNMENT 


/ 


V 


\ 


J 


Some  needs  are  best  satisfied  through  the  co-operation  of  people  in  your 
nation*. 

When  you  co-operate  to  satisfy  these  needs  you  form  a  national  government*. 


For  example,  your  national  government 
looks  after  the  armed  forces,  which 
protect  all  of  Canada. 

The  national  government  of  Canada  is 
often  called  the  federal  government*. 
It  meets  in  Ottawa. 


Some  needs  are  best  satisfied  through  the  co-operation  of  people  all  over 
the  world. 


Planet  Earth  does  not  have  a  world 
or  international  government.  However, 
most  countries  belong  to  an  organization 
called  the  United  Nations*.  The  U.N. 
tries  to  keep  peace  in  the  world. 

Another  organization  with  many  member 
countries  is  the  Commonwealth*.  (A) 

Canada  belongs  to  both  the  U.N.  and  the 
Commonwealth. 


<lo  il 


1 .  Who  are  some  of  the  leaders  and  other  members  of  your 
governments  at  each  level? 

2.  Who  are  some  of  the  member  nations  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth? 

3.  Will  we  ever  need  a  fifth  level  of  government  —  in¬ 
terplanetary  government? 
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LEVELS  OF 
GOVERNMENT 


do  il 


Go  back  to  pages  1 0,  1 1  and  1 2.  Decide  which  services  are 
provided  by  which  level  of  government:  local,  provincial 
or  national. 


Make  a  chart  in  your  notebook  with  three  headings  and  fill 
it  in.  Use  your  own  experience  or  ask  your  parents  for 
information.  Some  services  can  be  provided  by  more  than 
one  level  of  government.  Make  your  chart  look  like  this: 

PRO¬ 
SERVICE  LOCAL  VINCIAL  NATIONAL 


* 

defence 

fire  department 

forest  protection 

police 

2.  Look  in  your  newspaper. 

Clip  out  and  paste  in  your  notebook  a  story  about  govern¬ 
ment.  Pictures  can  be  stories  too. 

If  you  hear  a  news  story  on  radio  or  television  you  may 
write  a  summary  of  it  in  your  notebook  instead  of  using 
a  newspaper  clipping. 

Try  to  find  out  which  level  of  government  your  story  is 
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HOMEWORK  ON 
GOVERNMENT 


do  il 


For  homework  .  .  .  add  to  your  chart: 

Look  in  your  telephone  book  and  make  a  list  of  the  titles  and 
phone  numbers  of  some  of  the  government  offices  which  work 
to  satisfy  your  needs.  Your  list  could  look  like  this: 


SERVICE 

LOCAL 

PRO¬ 

VINCIAL 

FEDERAL 

TELEPHONE 
BOOK  TITLE 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBER 

X 

fire 

91 1 

In  the  telephone  book  look  under  some  of  these  listings: 

Village  of  .  .  . 
or 

Town  of  .  .  . 
or 

City  of  .  .  . 
or 

County  of  .  .  . 
or 

Municipal  District  of  .  .  . 
or 

.  .  .  School  Division 
or 

.  .  .  School  District 
or 

Government  of  Alberta 
or 

Government  of  Canada 
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On  a  sheet  of  paper,  draw  a  picture  of  the  government 
service  which  you  think  is  the  most  important. 


Compare  your  selection  with  those  of  your  classmates. 


19 


REPRESENT¬ 
ATIVE 

GOVERNMENT 


Not  everyone  is  able  to  become  deeply  involved  in  government  activities. 
Therefore,  many  people  allow  others  to  represent  them  in  their  governments. 


1 .  Discuss  with  your  classmates  what  kind  of  person 
should  be  given  the  privilege  of  representing  you. 

2.  Make  a  list  of  the  qualities  of  a  good  representative*. 


"A  good  representative 
should  be  ” 


REPRESENT¬ 

ATIVE 

GOVERNMENT 
V _ ) 


Your  local,  provincial  and  federal  governments  are  made  up  of  representatives. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 


PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT 


You  and  the  other  people  of  your  You  and  the  other  people  of  Alberta 
community  choose  representatives  choose  representatives  to  make  up 
to  make  up  your  local  governments.  your  provincial  government. 


FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 


You  and  the  other  people  of  Canada 
choose  representatives  to  make  up 
your  federal  government. 

("You"  means  your  parents  who  look  after  you.) 
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ELECTION 


J 


An  election*  is  the  time  when  representatives  are  chosen  to  form  a  government. 


At  election  time  you  may: 

1 .  try  to  be  elected  as  a  representative, 

2.  help  someone  else  try  to  be  elected  as  a  representative,  and 

3.  vote  for  the  representative  of  your  choice. 


THE  WAY  IT  IS 


PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

An  election  is  held  whenever  the  representatives  feel  it  is  needed,  but  at  least 
within  five  years  of  the  last  election. 


Plan  to  hold  an  election  in  your  class! 


Your  elected  representative  could  represent  your  class  on  a 
student  council  if  your  school  has  one.  He  or  she  could  also 
be  the  editor  of  a  class  newspaper. 

First  .  .  .  Set  the  date. 


You  will  need  three  or  four  class  periods  to  get  ready  for 
the  election. 
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POLITICAL 

PARTIES 


People  who  share  ideas  about  the  kind  of  government  they  want  may  get 
together  to  work  for  their  ideas. 

These  people  may  form  a  political  party*.  Every  party  tries  to  have  some  of  its 
members  chosen  as  representatives  in  government. 


For  example,  there  might  be: 

The  let-government-do-it  party 

This  party  believes  that  governments 
should  satisfy  many  of  people's 
needs. 


The  do-it-yourself  party 

This  party  believes  that  people 
should  satisfy  most  of  their  own 
needs. 


<lo  il 


1.  Find  out  the  names  of  the  political  parties  in  Alberta. 
Ask  your  teacher. 

2.  Find  out  the  names  of  some  of  the  people  in  your  community 
who  are  involved  with  political  parties. 


For  your  class  election  .  .  .  Form  some  political  parties. 

How?  Look  at  some  school  issues.  Then  form  parties 
with  those  who  share  the  same  ideas  about 
these  issues. 
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NOMINATION 
FOR 

ELECTION 

V  J 


A  person  who  wants  to  be  elected  as  a  representative  is  known  as  a  candidate*. 
A  nomination*  is  the  naming  of  a  candidate  for  election. 


THE  WAY  IT  IS 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 


A  candidate  is  nominated  by  having 
several  other  people  sign  a  nomination 
form.  -He  then  gives  the  form  to  the 
people  running  the  election.  Political 
parties  are  usually  not  involved  in 
the  nomination  of  local  government 
representatives. 


PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

A  candidate  is  usually  nominated  by  a  political  party  and  the  party  then  presents 
the  candidate's  name  to  the  people  running  the  election. 


P.S.  The  person  who  runs  an  election  is  called  a  returning  officer*. 


<lo  il 


For  your  class  election  .  .  .  Select  a  returning  officer.  Each 
political  party  in  the  class  can  then  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  class  election,  and  give  the  candidate's  name  to 
the  returning  officer. 
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As  election  day  nears,  the  candidates  tell  the  voters  what  they  plan  to  do 
in  government  if  they  are  elected.  This  is  called  an  election  campaign*.  A 
campaign  usually  involves  speeches,  meetings  and  all  kinds  of  advertising. 


I 

For  your  class  election  .  .  .  Allow  the  candidates  to  advertise 
themselves.  Hold  a  meeting  at  which  the  candidates 
can  make  speeches.  Possibly  invite  another  class  to 
hear  the  speeches  and  be  voters  in  your  election.  Be  a 
good  listener.  Take  notes. 
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Ulhol 

Should  Hoppe  A? 


r 


CAMPAIGN 

MONEY 


V. 


Should  candidates  receive  money  from  their  supporters? 

A.  Choose  one:  1)  You  should  have  the  same  amount  of  money  as 

everyone  else. 

2)  You  should  have  whatever  amount  of  money  that 
you  can  get. 

B.  Read  the  following: 

An  election  campaign  is  in  progress.  Three  candidates  are  competing 
to  become  mayor  of  your  community.  One  of  the  candidates  places  an 
advertisement  in  the  local  paper  asking  people  to  contribute  $5  or  $10 
each  to  help  run  the  campaign.  The  newspaper  ad  says  that  the  candidate 
wants  to  receive  small  donations  from  many  people  rather  than  large 
contributions  from  a  few  individuals  or  groups.  The  candidate  is  worried 
that  a  large  contributor  may  ask  for  favors  later  on  when  he/she  is  elected. 
But  perhaps  the  contributor  simply  wants  to  see  a  good  person  get  elected. 
The  campaign  money  is  needed  for  advertising,  travel  and  other  expenses. 
Discuss  the  situation  with  your  classmates. 


C.  Choose  one:  (Write  it  in  your  notebook.) 

1)  Candidates  should  accept  no  donations. 

2)  Candidates  should  accept  small  donations. 

3)  Candidates  should  accept  any  donations. 

4)  Candidates  should  all  be  given  the  same  amount  of  money. 

D.  What  to  do  next: 

You  should  now  try  to  follow  the  choice  that  you  have  made  in  C.  Question 
any  candidates  or  elected  representatives  about  their  campaign  funds.  Let 
them  know  how  you  feel  about  donations  to  candidates.  If  you  favor  a  candidate 
in  an  election,  try  to  find  a  way  to  help  him  or  her  be  elected. 


<io  il _ 

For  your  class  election  .  .  .  See  how  many  candidates  are  using 
extra  money  or  supplies  in  their  campaigns.  Help  your 
class  make  rules  for  this  subject  if  they  are  needed. 
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REPRESENT¬ 
ATIVES  TO 
BE  ELECTED 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 


Representatives  must  be  elected  for 
the  many  local  governments  in 
Alberta. 

There  are  local  governments  for: 

Cities 

Towns 

Villages 

School  Districts 

School  Divisions 

Municipal  Districts 

Counties 


PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT 

Representatives  must  also  be  elected 
for  the  provincial  government  of 
Alberta. 

Alberta  is  divided  into  areas  called 
constituencies.  One  representative 
to  the  provincial  government  is 
elected  from  each  constituency*. 

There  are  79  provincial  constituencies 
in  Alberta. 


FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Representatives  must  also  be  elected 
for  the  federal  government  of  Canada. 

Canada  is  also  divided  into  consti¬ 
tuencies,  which  are  usually  larger 
than  the  provincial  ones.  One  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  federal  government 
is  elected  from  each  of  the  282  federal 
constituencies  in  Canada.  Twenty-one 
of  these  federal  constituencies  are 
In  Alberta. 


<lo  il _ 

1.  Find  out  which  kinds  of  local  government  you  have  in 
your  community.  What  are  the  names  of  these  govern¬ 
ments? 

2.  Find  out  which  local  government  looks  after  your  school. 

3.  Find  out  the  name  of  the  provincial  constituency  and 
the  federal  constituency  in  which  you  live.  (A) 
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ELECTION 

DAY 


On  election  day  all  campaigning  stops  and  voters  go  to  the  polls*  to  vote 
for  candidates  to  represent  them. 


NOTICE  OF  POLL 

Municipal  Elections 
1977 

Public  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  Polling 
will  take  place  for  the  election  of 

,  Municipal 

COUNCILLORS 

on  Wednesday,  the  19th  day  of 
October,  1  977 

from  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  until 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  place: 

Waiting  room  of  the  Corona  Building 

And  that  I  will  be  present  at  the  Town 
Office  on  Thursday,  the  20th  day  of 
October  1977  at  9:00  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  to  sum  up  the  votes  and 
declare  the  result  of  the  Election. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Sunshine, 
Alberta  this  20th  day  of  September, 
1977. 

G.  I.  Countwell 
Returning  Officer 


■N 


do  il 


n 


Look  up  the  meanings  of  "poll"  and  "  polling". 

For  your  class  election  .  .  .  Make  a  Notice  of  Poll  and  a 
Voters'  List. 
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Ulhcll 

Should  Hoppen  ? 


Should  everyone  be  allowed  to  vote*  in  elections? 

A.  Choose  one; 

1)  Governments  should  be  elected  by  all  people. 

2)  Governments  should  be  elected  by  certain  people. 


B.  In  years  past,  in  Canada,  there  were  different  rules  about  who  could  vote 
in  elections.  At  one  time  a  voter  had  to  be: 


-  over  25  years  of  age 

-  a  man 

-  an  owner  of  valuable  property. 


Today,  in  most  elections  in  Canada,  most  people  over  18  years  of  age 
may  vote. 


C.  Who  do  you  think  should  be  allowed  to  vote?  Write  your  opinion  in  a  sentence 
and  be  prepared  to  defend  it  in  class. 


D.  What  to  do  next: 

Try  to  follow  the  choices  that  you  have  made  in  C  above  when  the  issue 
ever  comes  up.  If  you  really  want  the  law  changed,  try  to  make  that  happen. 
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Should  Hoppen  ? 

B.C. 
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NOT 

VOTING 

\ _ 


fK.  Choose  one: 

1 )  No  one  should  be  forced  to  do  anything  against  his  or  her  will. 

2)  Everyone  should  have  to  do  what  is  good  for  him  or  her. 


B.  In  local  elections  in  Canada,  only  about  half  of  the  people  who  may  vote 
do  vote.  In  provincial  and  federal  elections  about  two  out  of  three  of  the  people 
who  may  vote  do  vote. 


do  il _ 

Conduct  a  survey  among  people  who  may  vote  to  see  if  they 
have  opinions  as  to  why  some  people  do  not  vote. 

For  your  class  election  .  .  .  Allow  the  persons  who  may  vote 
the  freedom  to  vote.  See  how  many  persons  vote  and  how 
many  do  not  vote.  Compare  the  results  with  those  of  the 
adults  in  B  above. 


In  Australia  all  persons  who  may  vote  are  required  by  law  to  vote  in  every 
election  or  be  punished. 


C.  Choose  one; 

1 )  People  should  be  able  to  vote  or  not  vote  as  they  wish. 

2)  People  should  be  required  to  vote. 


D.  What  to  do  next: 

If  you  wish  to  have  the  voting  laws  changed,  you  will  discover  later  in  this 
book  how  laws  can  be  changed. 

If  you  think  you  would  have  a  better  government  if  every  person  able  to  vote 
did  vote,  think  of  ways  to  encourage  persons  to  vote,  even  though  they  do 
not  have  to  do  so  by  law. 
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Getting  my  husband  to  vote  on  Election  Day  is  a  major  undertaking! 


34 


/ - \ 

WINNING 

THE 

ELECTION 

V _ J 


The  candidates  who  receive  the  most  votes  win  the  election  and  become 
representatives. 

They  must  then  represent  all  those  who  were  able  to  vote  —  not  just  those  who 
voted  for  them. 


THE  WAY  IT  IS 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 


The  winners  are  the  candidates  who 
receive  the  most  votes.  If  a  local 
government  has  five  representatives, 
then  the  five  candidates  who  have 
the  most  votes  would  be  elected.  (If 
there  is  a  ward*  system,  it  works 
similarly  to  the  constituency  system 
described  below.) 


PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 


The  candidate  who  receives  the  most  votes  in  each  constituency  becomes  the 
representative  from  that  constituency. 

The  political  party  which  has  the  support  of  the  largest  number  of  elected 
representatives  gains  control  of  your  government. 


do  il 


Find  out  which  political  party  controls  the  governments 
of  Alberta  and  Canada. 

For  your  class  election  .  .  .  Count  the  ballots  and  declare 

the  winners. 
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ELECTED 
MEMBERS 
OF  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

V  J 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 


Representatives  are  elected  to  different  kinds  of  local  governments  in 
Alberta. 

O  Municipal  District^ 

—  Elected  representatives  become  Members  of  the  Municipal 
District  Council. 

—  These  members  are  called  Councillors*. 

School  District  or  School  Division* 

—  Elected  representatives  become  Members  of  the  School 
Board*. 

—  These  members  are  called  School  Board  Members  or 
School  Trustees*. 

—  Elected  Representatives  become  Members  of  the 
County  Council. 

—  These  members  are  called  County  Councillors. 

Village*,  Town*  or  City* 

—  Elected  representatives  become  Members  of  the  Village, 
Town  or  City  Council. 

—  These  members  are  called  Village  or  Town  Councillors 
or  City  Aldermen*. 


do  il 


1 .  Find  out  which  needs  are  satisfied  by  each  kind  of  local 
government.  Ask  your  teacher  or  your  parents  to  help 
you  find  this  information. 

2.  Recall  which  kinds  of  local  government  you  have  where 
you  live. 

3.  Find  out  the  names  of  the  elected  representatives  where 
you  live. 

4.  Invite  an  elected  representative  to  speak  to  your  class. 
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ELECTED 
MEMBERS  OF 
PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENT 
V _ / 


Representatives  are  elected  to  the  one  government  of  Alberta. 


Elected  representatives  become  Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly*. 
This  assembly  meets  in  Edmonton  in  the  legislature. 


1.  Find  out  who  is  the  elected  member  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  from  the  constituency  where  you  live.  (A) 

2.  What  does  M.L.A.*  stand  for? 

3.  Invite  your  M.L.A.  to  visit  your  class. 

4.  Plan  a  visit  to  the  legislature.  Make  sure  It  is  in  session 
when  you  go.  (A) 

v _  ^ 
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ELECTED 
MEMBERS  OF 
FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT 

V  J 


FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Representatives  are  elected  to  the  one  government  of  Canada. 


Elected  representatives  become  Members  of  Parliament*. 

Elected  Members  of  Parliament  meet  in  Ottawa  in  the  House  of  Commons*. 


1.  Find  out  who  is  the  Member  of  Parliament  from  the 
federal  constituency  where  you  live.  (A) 

2.  Invite  your  M.P.  to  visit  your  class. 

3.  Write  to  your  M.P.  If  you  address  your  letter  to  his  or  her 
name  at  the  House  of  Commons  in  Ottawa,  it  will  not  need 
a  stamp. 


i£:i 
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All  of  your  governments  have  leaders.  How  these 
leaders  are  chosen  is  an  important  part  of  govern¬ 
ment. 


THE 

LOCAL 

LEADERS 

V _ ) 


THE  WAY  IT  IS 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 

In  a  village,  town  or  city  the  leader  is 
called  the  Mayor*. 

The  mayor  is  elected  for  that  position 
directly  by  the  voters  on  election  day  — 
except  in  a  village  where  he  or  she  is 
chosen  by  the  councillors  from  among 
themselves. 

In  a  school  district  and  school 
division, the  leader  is  called  a  Chairman*. 
In  a  municipal  district  and  a  county  the 
leader  is  called  a  Reeve*. 

Chairmen  and  reeves  are  chosen  by 
the  elected  members  from  among 
themselves. 


1 .  Find  out  the  names  of  your  local  government  leaders. 

2.  Decide  if  a  chairman  should  be  called  a  chairperson. 


( - ^ 

THE 

PROVINCIAL 

LEADERS 

V _ / 


THE  WAY  IT  IS 


PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT 

The  leader  of  the  provincial  government 
is  called  the  Premier*. 

« 

A  person  becomes  Premier  if; 

he  or  she  is  an  elected  member  of 
the  legislature, 


and 


he  or  she  is  the  leader  of  the  political 
party  to  which  most  of  the  other 
elected  members  belong. 


Some  other  members  of  the  largest 
political  party  in  the  legislature  are 
chosen  to  join  with  the  Premier  to 
form  the  Cabinet*.  Each'  cabinet 
member  is  called  a  Minister*.  Each 
minister  is  usually  responsible  for 
one  or  more  government  departments. 


Members  of  other  political  parties 
elected  to  the  legislature  are  called 
members  of  the  Opposition* . 


The  leader  of  the  second  largest 
party  in  the  legislature  is  called 

the  Leader  of  the  Opposition*. 
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THE  WAY  IT  IS 
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THE 

FEDERAL 

LEADERS 

L  J 

FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 


The  leader  of  the  federal  government  is  called  the  Prime  Minister*. 

A  person  becomes  Prime  Minister  if: 

he  or  she  is  an  elected  Member  of  Parliament, 

and 


he  or  she  is  the  leader  of  the  political  party  to  which  most  of  the  other  elected 
members  belong. 

Some  other  members  of  the  largest  political  party  in  the  House  of  Commons  are 
chosen  to  join  with  the  Prime  Minister  to  form  the  Cabinet.  Each  member  of  the 
Cabinet  is  called  a  Minister.  Each  Minister  is  usually  responsible  for  one  or  more 
government  departments. 


Elected  members  of  other  political  parties  in  the  House  of  Commons  are  called 
members  of  the  Opposition. 


1 .  Find  out  when  a  T.V.  station  in  your  area  shows  parliament 
in  session. 

2.  If  possible,  watch  the  program  on  T.V.  for  one  week 
to  find  out: 


The  leader  ofthe  second  largest  party  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  called  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition. 


a)  the  name  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 

b)  one  topic  discussed  by  the  Members  of  Parliament. 


OUR  HISTORY 


Canadian  settlers  brought  us  customs  from  many  lands. 

Most  of  our  customs  about  government  came  to  us  from 
Britain.  One  such  custom  was  to  regard  the  King  orOueen 
of  Britain  as  the  official  head  of  the  government.  Cana¬ 
dians  still  follow  this  custom  by  honoring  the  Oueen. 

Some  other  countries  also  follow  this  custom  of  honoring  the  Oueen  as  official  head 
of  their  governments.  All  of  these  countries  belong  to  the  Commonwealth. 


THE  WAY  IT  IS 


TODAY 

We  honor  the  Oueen  today,  even  though  she 
does  not  live  in  Canada. 

The  Queen  is  represented  in  Canada  by  the 
Governor  General  *  and  in  Alberta  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor*.  Each  province  has  a 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

These  representatives  of  the  Queen  are  mainly 
ceremonial  persons.  They  also  help  make  laws 
by  signing  bills  that  have  been  passed  by  the 
elected  representatives. 


Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  II 


I 


Find  Out: 


—  The  names  of  other  Kings  and  Queens  of  Canada 

—  The  name  of  the  Governor  General  of  Canada.  (A) 

—  The  name  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta.  (A) 

—  Where  Britain  is  on  a  map  of  the  world. 


Find  a  symbol  of  the  Queen  used  somewhere  in  Canada  today. 
Sing  "God  Save  The  Queen".  (A) 
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Your  elected  representatives  work  to  satisfy  your  needs 
by  making  laws  or  bylaws  and  providing  money  to  enact 
the  law  or  bylaw* . 


HOW  YOUR 
GOVERNMENTS 
MAKE  LAWS 


Making  laws  or  bylaws  involves  certain  rules  called 

parliamentary  procedure*. 


/ - \ 

How  laws  and  bylaws  are  made  (parliamentary 
procedure): 

1.  There  is  a  suggestion  for  a  law*. 

2.  There  is  a  debate*  on  the  suggestion. 

3.  There  is  a  vote*  on  the  suggestion. 


j 


THE  WAY  IT  IS 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
Any  member  may  introduce  a  motion*. 

Everyone  may  debate  the  motion. 

The  members  vote  on  the  motion.  If 
a  majority*  of  the  members  who  vote 
are  in  favor,  the  motion  is  carried*  and 
then  it  is  known  as  a  bylaw. 

Anyone  can  make  a  motion  and  each 
member  decides  on  his  own  whether 
to  vote  or  not  to  vote  for  it.  Political 
parties  are  usually  not  involved  in 
local  government. 
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HOW  YOUR 
GOVERNMENTS 
MAKE  LAWS 

V _ / 


PROVINCIAL  AND 
FEDERAL  GOVERNMENTS 

Any  member  may  introduce  a  motion. 
The  motion  is  called  a  bill*. 

Bills  are  given  three  readings.  Mem¬ 
bers  have  an  opportunity  to  speak  on 
second  and  third  readings  if  they  wish 
to  do  so. 

The  members  vote  on  the  bill.  If  a 
majority  of  the  members  who  vote 
are  in  favor,  the  bill  is  passed  and 
then  it  is  ready  to  become  a  law. 


Most  bills  are  introduced  by  cabinet 
ministers  and  are  usually  passed 
because  the  majority  of  members 
who  vote  for  them  are  from  the  same 
party  as  the  cabinet  ministers. 


<lo  il 


N 


Try  to  get  a 
procedure. 


law  made  in  your  classroom  by  using  parliamentary 
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GOVERNMENTS 

WORK: 

GOVERNMENT 
^EMPLOYEES  j 

When  a  law  has  been  passed  it  must  be  acted  on. 

Your  governments  have  employees  who  act  on  the  laws  and  bylaws  which 
are  passed. 


THE  WAY  IT  IS 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 


Some  local  government  employees  are: 

Firemen 
Town  Secretary 
Street  Cleaners 


PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Some  provincial  government  employ¬ 
ees  are; 

Driver  Examiners 
Health  Inspectors 
Department  of  Education  Officials 


Some  federal  government  employees 
are: 

Postal  Workers 
Income  Tax  Collectors 
National  Park  Wardens 


Name  some  other  government  employees  in  your  local, 
provincial  and  federal  governments. 
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How  do  your  governments  know  which  needs  you  would  like  help  with? 

Your  governments  know  many  of  your  needs  because  at  election  time  you  and 
the  other  voters  supported  candidates  who  promised  certain  things. 

But  .  .  . 

Elections  are  usually  years  apart  and  in  the  meantime  new  problems  can  arise. 
How  can  you  tell  your  governments  about  them? 

Getting  Help  From  Your  Governments 

1.  Find  out  which  level  of  government  is  responsible  for  solving  the  problem. 

2.  Contact  the  government  employees  who  work  on  those  kinds  of  problems. 

3.  The  government  employees  may  not  be  able  to  help  you  unless  certain  laws 
are  changed,  or  more  money  is  available.  You  may  then  have  to  contact 
your  elected  representatives. 


do  il. 

WITH  YOUR  CLASS 


1.  Identify  a  problem  in  your  community  that  concerns  you. 
Your  concern  may  be  about  safety  at  school  or  in  the 
neighborhood;  or  it  may  be  about  the  welfare  of  other 
persons  such  as  a  group  of  senior  citizens;  it  may  be  about 
the  natural  environment  and  how  it  is  used. 


2.  Seek  help  from  one  of  your  governments! 


a. 

b. 


c. 

d. 


Find  out  which  level  of  government  is  responsible  for 
examining  problems  of  this  type. 

Contact  an  appropriate  government  employee  or  your 
elected  representative  and  discuss  the  problem  with 
him  or  her. 

Your  elected  representative  may  feel  that  your  problem 
is  not  important  enough  to  justify  action,  or  may  not 
agree  with  your  point  of  view. 

If  you  think  there  is  still  reason  for  concern,  you  might 
wish  to  try  another  course  of  action.  A  good  place  to 
start  would  be  by  finding  out  if  others  share  your  point 
of  view  and  are  prepared  to  support  you.  Sometimes  it 
is  more  effective  to  work  in  a  group  to  solve  problems. 
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HOW  YOUR 
GOVERNMENT 
WORKS:  THE 
JUDICIARY 

V  J 


Sometimes  you  are  not  too  sure  what  your  laws  mean.  Read  the  law  in  the  box. 


/  ^ 

Where  property  of  a  board  is  destroyed,  damaged,  lost 
or  converted  by  the  intentional  or  negligent  acts  of  two 
or  more  pupils  acting  together,  the  pupils  and  their 
parents  are  jointly  and  severally  liable  to  the  board  in 
respect  of  the  acts  of  the  pupils. 

The  Province  of  Alberta's  School  Act,  Section  167(2). 


It  is  easy  to  be  confused! 

Do  you  know  what  the  law  in  the  box  means? 

Would  you  know  for  sure  if  you  broke  this  law? 

If  you  were  accused  of  breaking  the  law,  the  judiciary*  would  decide  if  you 
were  guilty  or  not  guilty. 

Your  case  would  be  taken  to  a  judge  in  his  or  her  court*.  After  hearing  arguments 
for  and  against  you,  the  court  would  decide  if  you  were  guilty  or  not  guilty 
according  to  the  law  —  and  also  decide  on  any  punishment. 

All  people  must  obey  the  law,  even  though  some  people  may  not  think  that 
the  law  is  fair. 
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Should  Hoppen? 


FREEDOM 


V 


Should  your  governments  ever  be  able  to  take  away  a  person's  freedom? 

A.  Choose  one:  1 )  Everyone  should  be  totally  free. 

2)  One's  freedom  may  be  restricted  for  the  good  of  others. 

B.  Your  courts  may  punish  lawbreakers  by  sentencing  them  to  prison;  requiring 
them  to  pay  a  fine;  to  make  restitution  to  their  victim;  to  perform  a  service  to  the 
community;  or,  by  placing  them  on  probation. 

There  are  at  least  three  reasons  why  we  have  laws  to  protect  the  freedom  of 
citizens. 

1 .  To  punish  the  lawbreaker  in  attempting  to  teach  him/herthat  crime  does  not 
pay. 

2.  To  protect  law-abiding  citizens. 

3.  To  discourage  others  from  breaking  the  law. 


I 

i 


I 


do  il. 


Write  out  the  law  your  class  made  while  you  were  learning 
about  parliamentary  procedure.  Write  a  little  story  in  your 
notebook  about  someone  who  may  have  broken  the  law. 
Make  sure  your  story  leaves  it  unclear  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  law  was  broken.  Then,  in  your  class  let  some  others 
take  sides  about  your  case.  Your  teacher  or  a  pupil  in  your 
class  can  be  the  judge.  The  judge  will  decide  who  is  legally 
right  according  to  your  law. 


C.  Choose  one: 


•  1 )  Our  governments  should  have  no  law  enforcement. 

2)  Our  governments  should  have  strict  law  enforcement. 

3)  Do  you  think  there  is  a  law  for  the  rich  and  a  law  for  the  poor? 

D.  Arrange  to  attend  a  court  session  in  your  community. 

See  how  the  court  must  prove  that  the  law  was  broken. 

See  what  kinds  of  punishments  are  used. 


E.  Try  to  change  laws  which  you  do  not  agree  with. 


UlhQl 

Iheuld  Happen? 


- N 

FREEDOM 
OF  SPEECH 

_ J 


Should  people  have  freedom  of  speech? 


A.  Choose  one:  1 )  Everyone  should  be  totally  free. 

2)  One's  freedom  may  be  restricted  for  the  good  of  others. 


B.  Freedom  of  speech  is  an  important  right  in  this  country. 
But  .  .  . 


It  seems  that  sometimes  some  things  should  not  be 
said! 

For  example  .  .  . 

* 

If  you  yell  "Fire!"  in  a  crowded  theatre  when  there 
is  no  fire,  your  action  may  result  in  people  being 
injured  in  a  panic  rush  to  the  exits. 

If  you  spread  false  stories  about  another  person,  you 
may  harm  his  or  her  reputation.  This  is  called  defa- 
'  mation  of  character,  and  it  is  against  the  law. 

If  you  tell  secret  information  about  Canada  to  a 
foreign  spy,  you  may  be  breaking  a  law  against 

treason*. 


C.  Choose  one; 

1)  We  should  have  complete  freedom  of  speech. 

2)  We  should  have  freedom  of  speech,  except  where  our  statements  would 
unfairly  hurt  others. 

do  il 


Work  with  your  class  to  decide  how  much  freedom  of  speech 
should  be  allowed  in  your  classroom. 

Call  your  work,  "A  Declaration  of  Freedom  of  Speech  in 


(your  class) 


Ulhol 

Should  Hoppen? 

Each  level  of  government  collects  taxes  from  people  to  help  pay  for  the  services 
that  it  provides. 

Should  your  governments  spend  tax  money  to  help  poor  people? 

A.  Choose  one:  1)  People  should  look  after  themselves. 

2)  People  in  need  should  receive  help. 

B.  Governments  have  laws  which  allow  them  to  give  assistance  to  persons  who 
need  help  because  they  do  not  have  enough  money. 

People  who  need  help  do  not  always  have  equal  needs. 

There  may  be  different  kinds  of  people  who  want  government  assistance. 

For  example: 

A  widowed  mother  with  young  children  whose  job  is  to  care  for  them 
may  want  government  assistance. 

A  single  man  who  will  not  take  a  job  may  want  government  assistance. 

A  blind  person  who  cannot  get  a  job  may  want  government  assistance. 

A  miner  who  lost  his  job  when  all  the  mines  in  his  town  shut  down,  may 
want  government  assistance. 

A  family  man  who  will  not  take  a  job  may  want  government  assistance 
because  his  family  may  suffer  without  it. 

A  young  inexperienced  worker  with  no  skills  whom  nobody  will  hire  may 
want  government  assistance. 

A  very  skilled  worker  who  cannot  get  a  skilled  job  may  want  government 
assistance. 

An  unskilled  worker  who  cannot  find  a  job  because  there  are  more  unskilled 
workers  than  unskilled  jobs  may  want  government  assistance. 

A  worker  with  a  large  family  may  have  such  a  low-paying  job  that  he  may 
want  government  assistance. 

Everyone  who  wants  government  assistance  has  certain  kinds  of  problems, 
and  they  are  usually  never  the  same. 
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C.  Choose  one: 


1 )  Our  governments  should  give  out  no  assistance  money. 

2)  Our  governments  should  give  assistance  money  only  to  people  who 
would  otherwise  starve. 

3)  Our  governments  should  give  out  assistance  money  to  whomever  is 
short  of  money. 

4)  Our  governments  should  give  out  assistance  money  to  help  those  who 
cannot  provide  for  themselves  or  their  children. 


do  il 


1 .  Make  up  a  list  of  questions  that  should  be  asked  of  anyone 
who  wishes  to  have  assistance  money.  Then  have  your 
classmates  fill  out  answers  to  your  questions,  as  though 
they  needed  assistance.  They  may  make  things  up.  Then 
decide  whom  you  will  assist. 

2.  Find  out  how  much  money  your  governments  spend  on 
social  assistance. 
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SUMMARY 


ONCE  AGAIN  .  .  . 

Here  is  how  your  governments  work: 


V 


1 .  There  is  a  need  that  some  people  want  to  have 
satisfied  by  government. 


2.  If  it  is  election  time,  the  various  candidates  give 
their  ideas  on  how  a  government  should  satisfy 
the  need. 


3.  Then,  you  and  the  other  voters  vote  for  the  candi¬ 
dates  whose  ideas  you  like  best. 


4.  After  the  election,  the  elected  representatives 
can  be  expected  to  satisfy  your  need  in  the  way 
that  they  said  they  would. 
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5. 


6. 


If  it  is  not  election  time,  you  may  contact 
elected  representatives  to  let  them  know  of 
need. 


You  and  others  may  get  together  to  show 
representatives  that  your  need  is  important 
lot  of  people. 


7.  After  your  representatives  decide  to  satisfy  your 
need,  they  must  collect  taxes  from  you  and  others 
and  pass  a  law  to  spend  the  money  to  satisfy  your 
need. 


Your  need  has  then  been  satisfied  by  you  and  others 
working  together  through  your  government. 
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Acclamation  — 

Adoption  — 
Alberta  — 
v^Alderman  — 
^Appointed  — 

Ballot  — 

V' 

Bill  — 

BNA  Act  — 

/ Bylaw  — 

Cabinet 
In  a  province 

In  Canada  — 

/Campaign  — 

Candidate  — 
Capital  City  — 

^  Carried  — 
^/Chairman  — 

Citizen  — 

City  — 
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Choosing  a  representative  without  voting  because  only  one 
candidate  was  nominated. 

Taking  responsibility  for  and  care  of,  as  in  adopting  a  child. 
One  often  provinces  in  Canada. 

A  member  of  a  city  council. 

Chosen  to  a  position  by  elected  representatives  rather  than  by 
voters. 

An  official  piece  of  paper  used  for  voting.  The  candidates' 
names  are  on  it  and  the  voter  marks  the  name(s)  of  the  candi- 
date(s)  of  his  or  her  choice. 

A  suggested  law  introduced  in  the  legislature  by  an  M.L.A.  or  In 
the  House  of  Commons  by  an  M.P. 

British  North  America  Act.  The  Act  of  Parliament  that,  in  1 867, 
created  the  Government  of  Canada,  and  provides  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  responsibilities  between  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments. 

A  law  made  by  a  local  government. 

A  group  of  leaders  made  up  of  the  premier  and  other  elected 
members  of  the  largest  political  party  in  the  legislature. 

A  group  of  leaders  made  up  of  the  prime  minister  and  some 
other  elected  members  of  the  largest  political  party  in  the 
parliament. 

A  process  just  before  an  election  when  the  candidates  Inform 
the  voters  about  themselves  and  their  proposals  for  meeting 
people's  needs. 

A  person  who  wants  to  be  elected  as  a  representative. 

The  city  where  a  government  of  a  province  or  the  government 
of  Canada  is  located.  In  Alberta  the  capital  city  is  Edmonton.  In 
Canada  the  capital  city  is  Ottawa. 

Refers  to  a  motion  which  has  been  approved  using  parliamen¬ 
tary  procedure. 

1.  A  person  who  runs  a  meeting; 

2.  A  leader  of  a  school  district,  school  division  or  municipal 
district. 

A  person  who  by  birth  or  by  choice  belongs  to  a  nation. 

Acommunity  of  at  least  10,000  citizens  whose  council  requests 
that  the  community  become  a  city. 


GLOSSARY 
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Civil  Servant  — 
Civil  Service  — 
Common  Law  — 

Commonwealth  — 


V 

Community  — 
Constituency  — 


Council  — 

Councillor  — 
County  — 

Court  — 


Debate  — 

Democracy  — 

Department  — 

Election  — 

Elector  — 
Federal 

Government  — 

'Government  — 

Governor 
General  — 

House  of 
Commons  — 


A  government  employee. 

The  employees  of  a  government. 

The  law  based  on  tradition  and  customs  derived  from  the 
English  legal  system. 

A  voluntary  association  of  countries,  which  have  all  had  close 
relationships  with  the  United  Kingdom  at  some  time.  The 
Queen  Is  the  head  of  the  Commonwealth.  (This  organization  Is 
officially  known  as  The  Commonwealth  of  Nations.) 

A  place  where  people  live  together,  such  as  a  town  or  city. 

One  of  the  areas  in  the  province  or  country  which  elects  a 
representative  to  the  provincial  government  or  to  the  federal 
government. 

An  assembly  of  the  elected  representatives  of  a  local  govern¬ 
ment. 

A  member  of  a  council. 

An  area  where  one  local  government  looks  after  schools  and 
other  government  services. 

A  place  where  It  is  decided  if  a  person  is  guilty  of  breaking  a  law 
and  what  punishment  should  be  given  if  a  person  is  guilty.  It 
also  settles  disputes  between  citizens. 

Discussion  of  a  question  by  presenting  both  sides  of  the  argu¬ 
ment. 

Government  by  the  people  through  a  system  whereby  people 
are  freely  able  to  choose  their  representatives  in  government. 

A  section  of  a  government  which  acts  on  a  certain  group  of 
laws. 

The  occasion  when  representatives  to  a  government  are  cho¬ 
sen. 

A  person  entitled  to  vote. 

The  government  of  the  entire  country  (Canada). 

People  working  together  to  satisfy  some  of  their  needs. 

The  Queen's  representative  in  Canada. 

The  hall  where  the  elected  Members  of  Parliament  of  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  meet. 
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Improvement 
Districts  — 

Independent 
Candidate  — 

Jail  — 

Judiciary  — 


Law  — 

Leader  of  the 
Opposition  — 

Legal  — 

Legislate  — 

Legislative 
Assembly  — 

Legislature  — 

Lieutenant- 
Governor  — 

Local 

^Government  — 
y  Majority  — 
Mayor  — 

M.D.  — 
Minister  — 

'Minority  — 
M.L.A.  — 
Monarch  — 
Motion  — 

M.P.  — 
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Areas  in  Alberta  whose  local  government  is  looked  after  by  the 
provincial  government. 

A  candidate  for  election  to  a  provincial  or  federal  government 
who  is  not  associated  with  a  political  party. 

A  place  where  lawbreakers  may  be  kept. 

A  branch  of  government  which  decides  if  a  person  is  guilty  of 
breaking  a  law  and  decides  his  or  her  punishment.  It  also 
settles  disputes  between  citizens. 

A  rule  made  by  a  government. 

A  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  or  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  who  Is  the  leader  of  the  second  largest  political  party 
there. 

According  to  law. 

To  make  laws. 

The  gathering  of  the  elected  representatives  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Alberta. 

The  hall  where  the  Legislative  Assembly  meets. 


The  Queen's  representative  in  each  province. 

Government  of  a  community. 

Over  half. 

The  leader  of  a  village,  town  or  city. 

Municipal  District. 

A  government  official  entrusted  with  the  management  of  a 
government  department. 

Fewer  than  half. 

Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

A  King  or  Queen. 

A  suggestion  for  a  law  made  by  an  elected  representative. 
Member  of  Parliament. 
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Municipal 
District  — 

Nation  — 

National 
Government  — 

Nomination  — 

Ombudsman  — 

Opposition  — 

Parliament  — 

Parliamentary 
Procedure  — 

Pension  — 

Political  Party  — 

Politician  — 

Politics  — 

^Poll  — 

Premier  — 


Prime  Minister  — 


Province  — 

Provincial 
Government  — 

Public  Opinion  — 


V 


An  area  where  there  is  a  local  government  which  looks  after  all 
government  services  except  schools. 

An  area  in  which  the  citizens  have  complete  authority  to  gov¬ 
ern  themselves  (also  called  a  country). 


The  government  of  a  nation. 

The  naming  of  a  candidate  for  an  elected  representative  posi¬ 
tion. 

A  person  whose  job  is  to  help  people  who  feel  they  are  not 

being  treated  fairly  by  their  government. 

« 

Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  or  of  Parliament  who  do 
not  support  the  political  party  with  the  most  members  elected. 

The  gathering  of  the  elected  Members  of  Parliament  and 
Senators  of  the  government  of  Canada. 


Rules  of  order  used  when  making  laws. 

Money  paid  regularly  to  a  person  who  is  injured  or  retired. 

A  group  of  people  with  similar  ideas  who  want  to  have  their 
candidates  elected  as  representatives. 

A  person  who  is  involved  in  politics  -  especially  as  a  candidate 
or  elected  representative. 

Persons  and  groups  attempting  to  gain  influence,  power  and 
leadership. 

A  place  where  people  vote. 

The  leader  of  the  provincial  government.  The  Premier  is  usu¬ 
ally  leader  of  the  largest  political  party  in  the  Legislative  As¬ 
sembly. 

The  leader  of  the  federal  government.  The  Prime  Minister  is 
usually  leader  of  the  largest  political  party  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

One  of  ten  large  government  areas  in  Canada. 

Government  of  a  province,  such  as  Alberta. 

The  ideas  shared  by  many  people. 
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Public  Servant  — 
Public  Service  — 
Reeve  — 

Representative  — 

Returning 
Officer  — 

Run  — 

Rural  — 

School  Board  — 

School  District  or 
School  Division  — 

Senate  — 

Social 

Assistance  — 
Speaker  — 


Statute  — 

Tax  — 

Territories  — 
Town  — 

Treason  — 

T  rustee  — 

United  Nations  — 

/  Urban  — 

Village  — 

Vote  — 


V. 

A  government  official. 

The  officials  of  a  government. 


The  leader  of  a  county  or  municipal  district  government. 
A  person  chosen  by  others  to  speak  and  act  for  them. 


The  person  who  supervises  or  runs  an  election. 

To  campaign  as  a  candidate  in  an  election. 

Outside  of  towns  and  cities. 

Representatives  who  are  elected  to  govern  a  school  district  or 
school  division. 

An  area  where  there  is  a  local  government  which  looks  after 
schools. 

The  gathering  of  the  non-elected  members  of  Canada's  par¬ 
liament  who,  meeting  separately  from  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  must  also  pass  bills  before  they  become  law. 

Aid  to  needy  people. 

(Of  the  Legislature,  and  House  of  Commons).  A  person  who 
presides  over  an  assembly  and  is  charged  with  preserving 
order,  etc.  The  speaker  has  the  casting  vote  in  cases  of  equal 
division. 

A  law  made  by  a  provincial  or  the  federal  government. 

Money  collected  by  government. 

Regions  administered  by  the  Federal  Government. 

A  community  of  at  least  1000  people,  whose  council  requests 
that  the  community  become  a  town. 

The  betrayal  of  one's  country  or  ruler. 

A  member  of  a  school  board. 

An  organization  for  peace  and  co-operation  whose  member¬ 
ship  includes  almost  every  country  in  the  world. 

Within  towns  or  cities. 

Acommunity  of  at  Ieast75  occupied  residences  where  a  major¬ 
ity  of  the  residents  wish  that  community  might  become  a 
village. 

The  act  of  choosing  a  representative  or  passing  a  law  by  hav¬ 
ing  qualified  persons  indicate  their  choices. 
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A/oter  — 
Ward  — 


Workers'  . 
Compensation 
Board  — 


A  person  who  votes. 

An  area  from  which  one  or  more  candidates  are  elected  for 
a  city  government. 


A  government  service  to  help  people  who  have  been  injured 
while  working  at  their  jobs. 
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INFORMATION 

ON  CANADA'S 

PROVINCES 

Province 

Capital 

Number  of 
Constituencies 

(Provincial) 

British  Columbia 

Victoria 

55 

Alberta 

Edmonton 

79 

Saskatchewan 

Regina 

61 

Manitoba 

Winnipeg 

57 

Ontario 

Toronto 

125 

Ouebec 

Quebec  City 

110 

New  Brunswick 

Fredericton 

58 

Nova  Scotia 

Halifax 

52 

Prince  Edward  Island 

Charlottetown 

32 

Newfoundland 

Saint  John's 

51 

The  capital  city  of  Canada  is  Ottawa.  There  are  283  federal  constituencies  In 
Canada. 


Alberta's  Flower,  Provincial 

the  Wild  Rose  Shield  of 

Alberta 


Alberta's  Flag 
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THE  NORTHWEST  TERRITORIES 

The  Northwest  Territories  originated  in  1870  when  Canada  took  possession  of 
Rupert's  Land  and  the  North-Western  Territory.  Bounded  on  the  west  by  Yukon 
Territory  and  on  the  south  by  British  Columbia,  Alberta,  Saskatchewan  and  Man¬ 
itoba,  this  Canadian  northland  covers  about  34%  of  the  entire  area  of  the  nation, 
some  1,304,903  square  miles.  Over  half  the  population  of  approximately  50,000  are 
Indian  or  Inuit.  About  75%  of  all  Inuit  in  Canada  live  in  the  NorthwestTerritories.  The 
largest  community  is  Yellowknife. 

The  Northwest  Territories  has  an  elected  1 6-member  legislature  and  is  represented 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  two  elected  M.P.s. 

THE  YUKON 

The  Yukon  was  part  of  the  Northwest  Territories  until  1898  when  the  passing  of  the 
Yukon  Act  created  the  present  Yukon  Territory. 

The  chief  executive  of  the  government  is  the  Commissioner,  who  is  appointed  by 
the  Federal  Government  and  is  advised  by  an  executive  committee  made  up  of  a 
Deputy  Commissioner  (also  federally  appointed)  and  four  elected  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council.  The  16-member  Legislative  Council  is  elected  to  four-year 
terms.  The  Commissioner  administers  the  Territory  in  accordance  with  instructions 
issued  by  the  Governor-in-Council  and  the  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern 
Development.  The  Commissioner-in-Council  has  power  to  deal  with  all  matters  of  a 
local  nature  (this  excludes  renewable  and  non-renewable  resources)  in  the  Yukon 
including  education  and  local  taxation. 

Size:  207,076  sq.  miles 
Population:  approximately  25,000 
Largest  city:  Whitehorse 
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Here  are  some  of  the  areas  of  responsibility  covered  by  different  levels  of  your 
governments. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS 

law  enforcement 

schools 

hospitals 

fire 

police 

libraries 

parks  and  recreation 

transit 

garbage 

roads  and  sidewalks 
water  and  sewage 
public  health 
tax  collection 


PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENTS 

law  enforcement 

education 

agriculture 

forest  service 

environment 

health  care 

recreation  and  parks 

colleges  and  universities 

highways 

local  governments 

marriage 

liquor  control 

tax  collection 


FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

agriculture 

immigration 

pensions 

transportation 

environment 

criminal  lawmaking 

family  allowance 

national  parks 

Indian  affairs 

defence 

post  office 

tax  collection 

R.C.M.P. 

external  affairs 

airports  and  air  traffic 

unemployment  insurance 

wheat  sales 
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GOVERNORS 
GENERAL, 
LIEUTENANT- 
GOVERNORS 
V  J 


Governors  General  of  Canada  since  Confederation 


Britons 

Date  Appointed 

Viscount  Monck 

June  1867 

Lord  Lisgar 

November  1868 

The  Earl  of  Dufferin 

May  1872 

The  Marquis  of  Lome 

October  1878 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne 

August  1883 

Baron  Stanley  of  Preston 

May  1888 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen 

May  1893 

The  Earl  of  Minto 

July  1898 

Earl  Grey 

September  1 904 

H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught 

March  1911 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 

August  1916 

Lord  Byng  of  Vimy 

August  1921 

Viscount  Willingdbn  of  Ratton 

August  1926 

The  Earl  of  Bessborough 

March  1931 

Lord  Tweedsmuir  of  EIsfield 

August  1935 

The  Earl  of  Athlone 

June  1940 

Viscount  Alexander  of  Tunis 

March  1946 

Canadians 

Vincent  Massey 

February  1952 

Georges  Vanier 

August  1959 

Roland  Michener 

April  1967 

Jules  Leger 

October  1973 

Edward  Schreyer 

January  1979 

Lieutenant-Governors  of  Canadian  Provinces  in  1978 


British  Columbia 
Alberta 

Saskatchewan 

Manitoba 

Ontario 

Quebec 

New  Brunswick 
Prince  Edward  Island 
Nova  Scotia 
Newfoundland 


Walter  S.  Owen 
Ralph  G.  Steinhauer 
George  Porteous 
F.  L.  Jobin 
Pauline  M.  Hughes 
Hugues  Lapointe 
Hedard  J.  Robichaud 
Gordon  L.  Bennett 
Clarence  L.  Gosse 
Gordon  A.  Winter 


Date  Sworn  In 

March  1973 
July  1974 
March  1976 
March  1976 
April  1974 
February  1966 
October  1971 
October  1974 
October  1973 
July  1974 
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O  Canada 

0  Canada!  Our  home  and  native  land! 

True  patriot-love  in  all  thy  sons  command. 

With  glowing  hearts  we  see  thee  rise. 

The  True  North,  strong  and  free. 

And  stand  on  guard,  0  Canada, 

We  stand  on  guard  for  thee. 

Refrain: 

0  Canada,  glorious  and  free! 

We  stand  on  guard,  we  stand  on  guard  for  thee. 
0  Canada,  we  stand  on  guard  for  thee! 

God  Save  The  Queen 

God  save  our  gracious  Queen, 

Long  live  our  noble  Queen, 

God  save  our  Queen! 

Send  her  victorious. 

Happy  and  glorious. 

Long  to  reign  over  us. 

God  save  the  Queen. 


Members  of  The  Commonwealth 
of  Nations 


Australia 

Malaysia 

Bahamas 

Malta 

Bangladesh 

Mauritius 

Barbados 

New  Zealand 

Botswana 

Nigeria 

Canada 

Papua-New  Guinea 

Cyprus 

Seychelles 

Fiji 

Sierra  Leone 

Gambia 

Singapore 

Ghana 

Sri  Lanka 

Grenada 

Swaziland 

Guyana 

Tanzania 

India 

Tonga 

Jamaica 

Trinidad-Tobago 

Kenya 

Uganda 

Lesotho 

United  Kingdom 

Malawi 

West  Samoa 
Zambia 

FOR 

FURTHER 

INFORMATION 


V. 


A.  Cameron,  Alex  A.  Canada's  Heritage  Toronto:  J.M.  Dent  and  Sons  (Canada) 
Ltd.,  1 967. 

Campbell,  Colin  Canadian  Political  Facts,  1945  -  1976  Agincourt,  Ontario: 
Methuen  Publishing  Company. 

External  Affairs,  Canada  Canada  and  the  Commonwealth  Minister  of  Supply 
and  Services,  Canada,  1976. 

Greason,  George  K.  and  King,  Roy  C.  The  Citizen  and  Local  Government 
Toronto:  MacMillan  Company  of  Canada,  Ltd.,  1964. 

Wray,  R.  The  Provincial  Government  Edmonton:  Puckrin's  Production 
House  Ltd.,  1 977. 

* 

Good  for  teachers: 

Dawson,  MacGregor  The  Government  of  Canada  Toronto:  University  of 
Toronto  Press,  4th  Edition,  1969. 

Miller,  John  A.  and  Hurst,  Donald  A.  Exercising  Power  Don  Mills,  Ontario: 
Longman  Canada  Ltd.,  1977. 

Miller,  John  A.  and  Hurst,  Donald  A.  Gaining  Power  Don  Mills,  Ontario: 
Longman  Canada  Ltd.,  1976. 

B.  Other  information  may  be  obtained  from  local  governments  in  each  community, 
from  newspapers,  telephone  books  and  by  writing  to: 

Alberta  Public  Affairs  Bureau 
9945  -  108  St. 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

C.  Tours  of  the  Alberta  Legislature  may  be  arranged  by  contacting  your  M.L.A. 
and  by  contacting: 

Reception  and  Tours 
Legislative  Building 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
Ph:  427-7362 

D.  To  telephone  any  provincial  government  office,  first  call  the  Government  of 
Alberta  information  number  and  the  operator  will  connect  you  to  the  number. 
(There  will  be  no  long  distance  charge.)  This  operator  will  also  help  you  find 
the  name  of  your  M.L.A.  and  his  or  her  constituency. 

The  Government  of  Canada  operator  will  helpyou  findthe  nameof  your  Member 
of  Parliament  and  his  or  her  constituency. 
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